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Racism and Discrimination in the Movie B13 Ultimatum
The Movie B13 Ultimatum revolves around the malicious and selfish interests of people in power to ruin District 13 which according to them, they think that District 13 is out of control and should, therefore, be destroyed to stop other districts from copying them. These malicious and selfish interests are seen in the head of the Department of Internal State Security (DISS). After receiving a bribe from a French contractor, who is interested in reconstructing District 13 after its destruction, he sets out that night to kill two policemen in a police vehicle and dumps the car having their bodies in District 13. Gazman goes ahead to film gangs in District 13 shooting the car, therefore, painting a bad image to necessitate the destruction of District 13 (Alessandrin, 2009). Most of the scenes in the movie B13 Ultimatum show elements of racism and discrimination. Therefore, this response paper explores racism and discrimination in this movie.
Racism is evident in the movie. One of the gangs that thrive in District 13 in the movie is a gang made up of all black men. They deal with guns and rocket launchers. The gang is led by a black man who has a stitch on his left chick. When the police chase Leito for destroying the wall built to separate District 13 from the other parts of the city. He ends up at the operations bases of the black gang. Surprisingly, the gang allows him in and with the gang, Leito knows that he is safe from any troubles from the police. However, in the conversation that Leito has with the boss of the black gang, it comes out clearly that black people have no place in the City. The boss of the black gang says “I would rather stay in District 13 than to engage in endless running battles with the police for false accusations” (Alessandrin, 2009). This is a clear indication that in the society of the film, black people faced a lot of ruthless treatment from the police. That is the reason why the few that we get to see in the movie actually leave in District 13 where people follow their own laws and not those set out for them by the people in power or the government itself. This depicts racism as black people are mistreated through false accusations, unreasonable arrests of the blacks and even shooting of the black people. As a result, the black people have opted to stay in District 13 to say out of trouble with the law enforcers in the city and the secret service.
Elements of discrimination are quite many in the movie B13 Ultimatum. Discrimination can simply be defined as the unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people, especially on the grounds of race, age, or sex or even social statuses. Discrimination cases in the movie B13 Ultimatum are many. One significant example that depicts discrimination is the neglect of District 13 and its people. It is hard to imagine how a government, chosen by the people of a country can neglect an area to the extent of leaving the people in it with no control, no funding of development projects in the area and even no funding for educational programs. This is what has happened to District 13 in the Movie. District 13 has been discriminated against by the government and even by the secret service of the city. The people of District 13 have been discriminated. For example, there are no schools in District 13. People have been left to leave the way they want without following the law. Drug use and carrying of guns have become cocaine smuggling have become a routine even for young children of District 13 (Alessandrin, 2009). The people in District 13 live in deplorable conditions. The environment is full of gangs and drugs as well as illegal businesses such as smuggling firearms and drugs and the government does not care rehabilitating the people of District 13. The District has been left to continue going astray so that finally the government, specifically the president and the security services of the city can find a reason to exterminate each and everyone leaving in District 13 by bombing it. Instead of the government and the security services of the city thinking on how to return peace and order to District 13, they are only thinking of destroying it and then rebuilding it. They do not care about the families and the people who live in District 13. This is a clear indication that District 13 and its people are being discriminated against by the very people who are supposed to be concerned about the welfare of the District and the wellbeing of the people in it.
One shocking open discrimination element in the movie is exhibited by the head of the Department of Internal State Security (DISS), whom the president puts in charge of solving the problem of District 13. This head by the name Gazman makes an outrageous proposal to the president as a way of solving the problem of District 13. He openly tells the president to destroy District 13 because it is occupied by low life people who do not have an economic and political influence on his future election (Alessandrin, 2009). Gazman, therefore, proposes to the president that to solve the problem of District 13, the district should be destroyed and then rebuilt to bring in the middle-class people who can assure the president of votes in the next elections for his second term in office (Alessandrin, 2009). This is a discriminatory remark from a person such as Gazman who is supposed to be protecting the interests of the people of the nation, District 13 being part of that nation. It is clear that to Gazman, the people leaving in District 13 mean nothing and are worthless. This is a clear indication of his prejudicial treatment of the people of B13.
In a nutshell, Discrimination and racism are evident in the movie titled B13 Ultimatum. This is seen in both the way the people of District 13 have been neglected by the government and the way the black people are mistreated. The discrimination of people of District 13 and the greater intention to destroy it without caring whether the evacuation has been fully carried out, and the intention to throw missiles at the district so as to give a chance for the rebuilding of the district for middle class people shows how greatly the lower class is prejudicially treated in this movie. However, the movie is a good lesson to people who endeavor to destroy areas occupied by low-income earners that sometimes they can fight back and the results can be disastrous for such leaders, just like it was for Gazman, the head of the Department of Internal State Security (DISS).
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